
New Church Ministry Team Regional Board Report – June 6, 2020 

 

We present here highlights of our recent work since the February, 2020 Regional Board meeting, 
centered around planning and work accomplished at our April 15, 2020 team meeting via Zoom.  New 
Church team members: Yolanda Roseby, Bonnie Vance, Bernice Rivera, Giuseppe Amato, Tom Harry, 
Doug Wirt, and David Eggleston 

Ø Promoting 2020 Pentecost Offering –  In light of the pandemic, how do we lift up the Pentecost 
Offering with recognized congregations, emphasizing it’s vital importance for supporting new 
church ministry. Below we list highlights of that discussion, including our action plans. 

o Work with Yolanda Roseby to create a new 2020 Pentecost Offering video. 

o Invite new congregation pastors to prepare 60-second video “spotlights” to highlight the 
impacts of their congregation’s mission and ministries, how Pentecost Offering funds have 
supported their ministries, and possibly the challenges their congregations are facing in 
these times. 

o Extend the Pentecost emphasis for several weeks past Pentecost itself, offering to connect 
with recognized congregations to interpret the Pentecost Offering. 

The team did work together to implement many of these plans, with some of the fruits of that 
work showing in our May 16 online Regional Assembly, including the new 2020 Pentecost 
Offering video and several of the new church spotlights.  Much thanks to Yolanda for all of her 
video editing work to help make all it possible. 

Ø 2020 Regional Assembly –  

o We can still do a brief announcement acknowledging the three newly recognized 
congregations at the online assembly: Nueva Vida, Pacific Islands Family Church, and 
Portsmouth Union Church 

o Doug was willing to act as liaison for New Church with the assembly planning committee. 

Ø Supporting new congregations in such a time as this – We discussed, “How can we as a region 
reach out to support New Congregations and their pastors?”  We talked about and have begun 
implementing the following: 

o What the New Church Team is doing - How can we share “Hope”?   Support new 
congregations and their pastors by reaching out with video/phone calls to check in.  Since 
the pandemic began, team members have been reaching out to new congregations 
sometimes on a weekly basis to provide support in the form of coaching around social 
distancing and sanitizing, church finances in the midst of great unemployment, making 
referrals with food banks, connecting congregations with regional and general church 
resources, and coaching, encouragement on how to do Zoom, online services, Facebook 
Live, online giving (Church.com and other platforms for giving). 

o What we’re asking the recognized congregations of the region to do - We encourage 
recognized congregations to join this support effort.   Be aware that this is a very 
challenging times for our new congregations and pastors.  many members work in 
employment which has been profoundly affected by the pandemic.  Please continue to 



pray for them and with them.  Reach out to them by phone, email, helping them to know 
“We’re together in this.  You’re not alone.”  Pray with them when making contact.  Be 
willing to hear the challenges they are facing right now. 

Ø General Church Bodies Providing Resources for all Disciples congregations, including new 
churches 

o Disciples Church Extension Fund Loans – DCEF is making 12-month loans towards 
congregational operating costs, for both new and recognized Disciples congregations, 
based on previous year’s operating costs and mission outreach (25% of 2019 total tithes 
and offerings, plus DMF giving).  The loan amount can be refinanced at end of year if 
repayment is not yet possible. Contact Rosario Ibarra with DCEF for more information.   

o Week of Compassion – providing Household Solidarity Grants for Income Loss, 
Congregational Solidarity Grants for Community Assistance 

o Pension Fund – financial coaching, offering emergency aid for unforeseen medical 
expenses for pastors through ministerial relief, as well as disaster relief grants (in 
partnership with Week of Compassion) for pastors who have been infected with COVID-19 
and whose congregations can’t continue to pay them. 

o National Benevolent Fund - providing grant funding to eligible Disciples-related health 
and social service ministries 

Ø For the Future: possible handbook for new churches – We talked about the value of creating a 
handbook for new churches, containing how-to information on all kinds of things beyond simply 
the affiliation process 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bernice Rivera, Co-Chair   David Eggleston, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

The New Church Ministry Team (NCMT) of The Christian Church in Oregon and SW Idaho act as 
stewards of new congregational ministries within the regions.  We aim to be informed stewards of that 
ministry, prayerfully supporting new and affiliating congregations, supporting and equipping clergy and 
congregations in education, training, and prayer, and fostering life-giving connections between and 
among recognized and new congregations. 


