
New Church Ministry Team (NCMT) Regional Board Report – February 6, 2021 

 Entering 2021, we want to begin seriously assessing as a NCMT what may be the greatest needs in 
Disciples new church ministry in Oregon and Southwest Idaho.  We want to focus specifically upon challenges facing 
our current new congregations, as well as being better prepared to effectively serve potential new church plants. 
We have begun discussing strategies for adding to our team membership, and also cultivating a new vision for 
NCMT work.  We are initiating this work in a February meeting. 

Sharing news from the wider new church movement and from Oregon and SW Idaho 

We wish to share news from the New Church Leadership Cooperative, a monthly gathering of New Church 
leaders from across the facilitated by Terrell McTyer, Minister of New Church Strategies for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. 

After the August, 2020 New Church Summit with Disciples Church Extension Fund to strategize the New Church 
Movement's future, New Church Summit participants have been meeting monthly in eight Tactical Teams to develop 
goal and strategies - Lead the Church in a new initiative currently referred to as the Multiply Movement (executed in 
stages over a 1 to 3-year period) to steer the church tactically by: 

1. Making one million new disciples 
2. The SEE369 (Start 3 brand new churches, Extend 6 new affiliate fellowship relationships, and Expand 9 

new church initiating churches) regional strategy, and; 
3. Creating an externally focused culture. 

Water the Plants continues the church-wide prayer initiative, an intercessory prayer team of 1,000 Disciples. 
This group meets weekly by phone on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 12 minutes to pray for new churches local and 
across the continent.  New Church Ministry provides a monthly calendar and a list of prayer requests collected from 
across the US and Canada. The month of January featured New Churches from Oregon and SW Idaho Region.  

We are currently recruiting persons from our region to join in Water the Plants. The goal is having at least one 
person per each of our New Churches in the region praying for them. We still need three more people. 

Close to home, at least four Oregon and SW Idaho New Churches hold weekly prayer services. 

On January 11- 22, 2021 in collaboration with ecumenical partners, we engaged in a collective learning 
experience with the United Church of Canada on the Theory of Change and Building a Culture of Innovation. This 
workshop on Strategic Planning process for new ministry focused on implementation, performance and evaluation. 
40 people from USA and Canada participated including Bernice Rivera from Oregon. 

New Church Ministry works to aid the CC(DOC) in becoming a pro-reconciling/anti-racist denomination; we will 
welcome, affirm, nurture, train, charter and advocate for our current, emerging and potential racial/ethnic 
convocations such as Chuukese, Haitian/Afro-Caribbean, Hispanic, Asian, Pacific-Islanders, African, Church of Christ 
(Disciples of Christ), etc. by contracting respective leaders for five hours weekly, such as Nerleb Likisap, president 
of the Chuukese fellowship.   

Locally, one of our New Churches is participating in the Church Planter Assessment process. 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:34-35 

              Sincerely, 

 

 

Bernice Rivera, Co-Chair   David Eggleston, Co-Chair 


