
 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN OREGON-SOUTHWEST IDAHO 

REGIONAL BOARD MINUTES     February 6, 2021  
 

Members Present:  Gary Allen (Mountain Home CBC/New Hope CC), Al Altnow (John Day FCC, Fox) 

Sophia Berger (Murray Hills CC), Jeff Clabaugh (Ione Community Church), Erin Curtis (Springfield 

FCC/Glenwood CC), Jani DeMond (Treasure Valley CC/Caldwell), Pam Dye  (Medford FCC) Shari 

Eggleston (The View CC/LaGrande FCC), David Eggleston (The View CC/McMinnville FCC), Eric Eide 

(Albany FCC) Erik Free (Keizer CC), Brad Helms (Junction City FCC), Cheryl Hudson (LaGrande FCC), 

Robi Ingram-Rich (Portland FCC), Deb Irish (Parkview CC), Pam Knight (Lynchwood CC), Jorge Lopez 

(Iglesia Cristiana Johova Nisi), Brenda Mikota (Portland FCC), Leticia and Gustavo Oregel (Principe de Paz), 

Melissa Painter (Red Rock CC/Boise), Brian Ponzar (Medford FCC), Bernice Rivera (Murray Hills 

CC/Beaverton & Regional Staff), Stacy Shelton (Medford FCC & Regional Staff), Gary Smith (Red Rock CC), 

Patty Weller (Eugene FCC), Renee Windsor-White (Albany FCC), Cathy Myers Wirt (Regional Staff), Doug 

Wirt (Regional Staff) 

Guests:   Monica Myers Greenburg, Area Representative for Christian Church Foundation   

                Rosario Ibarra, Area Representative for Disciples Church Extension Fund 

The meeting opened with prayer led by Moderator, Erik Free, followed by introductions of board members and 

visitors. 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were received.  Moved by P. Knight/R Ingram-Rich.   

 

Treasurer report was presented by Patty Weller:  She reported a balanced budget at the end of the 2020.   

Investments did recover from losses by the end of the year, and will be yielding more than we expected for 

2021.  Report was received.  Moved/Seconded by C. Hudson/R. Windsor-White.  Passed. 

 

Women’s Ministries report was presented by Renee Windsor-White.  Report attached to these minutes.    

 

Staff Reports were presented by Bernice Rivera, Stacy Shelton, Doug Wirt and Cathy Myers Wirt.  Reports are 

attached to these minutes.   

 

Guest, Monica Myers Greenburg, was introduced to the board.  She is the new Vice President for the 

Mountain West Zone of Christian Church Foundation.  She lives in Seattle and has served Northwest Christian 

Church there for the past 18.5 years.  She shared her personal history and hopes for our partnership together as 

well as answering questions from the board.   CCF had projected that they would end the year with $881 

Million in investments in 2020, instead at the end of 2020 the CCF was managing funds in excess of $943 

Million.   CCF handles invested funds for congregations, regions, and ministries of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). 

 

Guest, Rosario Ibarra, was introduced to the board.  She lives in Southern California and is the Building and 

Capital Services Advisor for the Western regions of the Disciples Church Extension Fund.  She shared personal 

history of education and vocation and the scope of work of DCEF.  DCEF assists congregations and regions 

with capital funds and short-term investment notes and loans for building needs.  She reported that during the 

pandemic, congregations who were unable to pay their loans to DCEF were given 2-3 month deferrals on these 

loans and others were given the opportunity of emergency loans for congregational operations.  DCEF helps 

with short term investments and in February is offering savings certificates for 1 year to ministries and 

individuals that yield 2% annual interest.    She also reported that DCEF President, Rick Reisinger, will be 

retiring later this year.   

 



Commission on Finance and Administration.   

• Report given by Gary Smith, Chair.  The COFA met recently and reviewed financial health and reports 

of the region.  Gary thanked Patty Weller, Treasurer and Doug Wirt for their work on the financial 

functions of the regional church.  He reported that the region ended 2020 with a positive balance in the 

savings and checking accounts.  Three laptops were purchased during last two years  for the staff, the 

last one being for Doug Wirt who purchased a laptop for under $200 that was valued at over $600 due to 

using points gained by credit card points on other purchases made by the region.  He also reported that 

our property rentals have resumed monthly payments, after several months of missed payments due to 

COVID.  

• COFA brought a requested motion to the board that the Region invest $15,000 in a one year note with 

DCEF in order to receive higher interest on the money than it was currently receiving where it is.  The 

motion came from committee, was seconded by P. Knight and Passed.   

• Gary gave an update on the PPP loan received by the region in 2020.  This loan totaled $32,000 and was 

used to pay salaries and rent.  He believes it will be forgiven and the region is awaiting the appropriate 

documents to complete this process.  The region is on a list from Wells Fargo Bank for this process. 

• The COFA decided not to apply for a second round of PPP money.  D. Wirt attended a webinar on the 

processes for applications and forgiveness of PPP loans.   

• COFA members expect the loan to be forgiven, and when that happens the amount will be removed 

from our liability line from financial reports.   

 

Commission on Ministry Report presented by S. Eggleston, and a written version of the report is attached to 

these minutes as amended.   

 

New Church Ministry   Report presented by B. Rivera and D. Eggleston, and a written version of the report is 

attached to these minutes.   

 

Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Team   Report presented by B. Mikota, and a written version of the report is 

attached to these minutes. 

 

Personnel Committee   Report was given verbally by Chair,  P. Knight.  She thanked her committee, Erik Free, 

Jeff Clabaugh, Renee Windsor-White, Stacy Shelton, Erin Curtis and Jani DeMond.  An evaluation form was 

distributed, collected and collated since the last Regional Board meeting to evaluate the performance of the two 

Regional Ministers.  The results of the survey will be shared soon with the committee and with the Regional 

Ministers.   

 

Pastoral Relations Committee  Report was given verbally by R. Ingram-Rich.  This committee has not met 

since the last board meeting and has a meeting scheduled for February 22. 

 

Goals and Directions Committee  Report was given verbally by E. Eide.  An update of the work of the Future 

Story visioning process is attached to these minutes.  E. Eide reported that he is in the process of creating a 

committee that will continue this work moving forward.  He asked for suggestions of persons that are good 

listeners and might be helpful in this planning venture.   

 

Resource Highlighted   S. Shelton invited members of the board to sign up for a texting service called 

Flocknote.  This texting service could allow the regional church to send messages out quickly to the Regional 

Board.  To sign up, go to:  ccoswi.flocknote.com.  The region will start using this text service later this month.   

 

The Board broke into three groups for discussion on topics of interest to the future life of the regional church: 

• Women’s Ministry 

• Camps and Youth Ministry 

• Succession Planning for Executive Staff 



The groups reported back to the full board: 
 

Women: Highlights:  There are challenges and opportunities using zoom for connecting women’s ministries.  

Reminder of the Facebook Page and Constant Contact mailing list for women as vehicles for communication.  

Reminder of the March 13 online event with hope to further increase the multi-lingual nature of the women’s 

ministry events.  Conversation continues about how women from all five districts and all three language 

communities and work together. 
 

Youth/Camp Highlights:  Spent time doing a review of what was learned from online camping/zoom camp in a 

box format in 2020.  Preparing for decisions about in person/hybrid/online programming for summer 2021.  

People who want to continue in the conversation were encouraged to be in touch with Regional Minister Doug 

Wirt.  Noted that S. Berger, youth representative to this board, had creative and helpful ideas. 
 

Succession planning Highlights:  Group dealt with the nuts and bolts of procedural questions about changes to 

our governing documents to outline our succession processes.  The preference was expressed that when the time 

came for a transition of Regional Ministers, the recommendation for consideration would be to have an Interim 

Regional Minister during the transition, with assistance from the College of Regional Ministers that provide 

consultants for Regional Staff transitions.  The group also touched on the topic of crafting an emergent situation 

protocol for staff emergency transition.  The group recommended moving this discussion to our personnel 

committee for further refinement and recommendations to come to this board at a later time.  The first 

benchmark suggested was to make a timeline to accomplish these tasks and report that timeline to this board.   
 

Procedural Report:  Moderator, E. Free, reported that he had received documents to sign from the Pension 

Fund to verify the change of the time commitment of Regional Minister D. Wirt from ¾ time to 1/3 time staff 

starting in 2021.  He will sign the documents online and the Pension Fund will then send them to P. Knight for 

her signature, thus completing the process of changing the rate of Pension funding for the Regional Minister 

position of D. Wirt. 
 

Week of Compassion:  A video greeting was received from Vy Nguyen, Executive Director of Week of 

Compassion, directly thanking the Christian Church in Oregon and SW Idaho for their significant uptick in 

giving to WOC in 2020.  That video is attached to our regional church website. 
 

Previous Business:   

• McMinnville FCC experienced a break in with damage to the building.  The insurance committee has 

remitted $32,000 in a settlement for repairs to flooring and doors.  In the process, it was determined that 

there may be a small amount of asbestos remediation needed as a part of the repairs.  This has delayed 

the work of repair while the contractor and insurance company determine the cost of this remediation.  

We currently retain this settlement money in the regional church accounts because the region holds the 

title to the building and carries the insurance policy. 

• Peniel Ministries, a Disciples of Christ congregation, meets in the building owned by Lynchwood 

Christian Church.  The congregation experienced a robbery of music/sound equipment.  The insurance 

for the congregation is maintained by the regional church.  A settlement check for $9,000 was paid to 

the region, and the funds were forwarded to Peniel ministries to replace the stolen equipment.    
 

Congregational concerns:  C. Myers Wirt relayed updates regarding the pastoral searches in regional 

congregations.   
 

Moderator E. Free thanked the board for their attendance and service.  Communion Service was led by Vice 

Moderator E. Eide.  He reminded those gathered that the Table of Christ reminds that we are not alone.  He 

thanked members of the board that were in attendance at his Installation the previous Sunday recognizing his 

ministry as Associate Pastor for Albany First Christian Church.    

 

NEXT MEETING: June 5, 2021 on Zoom  

Respectfully Submitted, Cathy Myers Wirt, Recorder  


